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was, of many disgusts, the last drop which made the cup run over;—and led the said General to fling it from him, and seek new fields of employment. From Hamburg, having got so far, he addresses himself, 1st September 1747, to Friedrich, with offer of service ; who grasp? eagerly at the offer: ' Feld-marschall your rank; income, 1,@00£. a year; income, welcome, all suitable :'—and, October 28th, Feldmarschall Keith |                  finishes, at Potsdam, a long Letter to his Brother Lord
!                  Marischal, in these words, worth giving, as those of a very
j                  clear-eyed sound observer of men and things :
'I have now the honour, and, which is still more, the pleasure,  of I                    being with the King at Potsdam; where he ordered me to come,' 17th
currentj 'two days after he declared mo Fieldmarshal; where I have the honour to diue and sup with him almost every day. He has more wit than I have wit to tell you ; speaks solidly and knowingly on all kinds of sub-jects; and I am much mistaken if, with the experience of Four Campaigns, he is not the hest Officer of his Army. He has several persons,' Rothen-burg, Winterfeld, Swedish Rudenskjold (just about departing), not to speak of D'Argens and the French, 'with whom he lives in almost the familiarity of a friend,—but has no favourite;—and shows a natural politeness for everybody who is about him. For one who has been four days about his person, you will say I pretend to know a great deal of his character : hut what I tell you, you may depend upon. With more time, I shall know as much of him as he will let me know;—and all his Ministry knows no more.'1
A notable acquisition to Friedrich;—and to the two Keiths withal; for Friedrich attached both of them to his Court and service, after their unlucky wanderings ; and took to them both, in no common degree. As will abundantly appear.
While that Russian Corps was marching out of Moscow, Cocceji and his Commissions report from Pommern, that the Pomeranian Law-stables are completely clear; that the
1 Varnhagen von Ense, Leben des Feldmarschalls Jakob Keith (Berlin, 1844), p. 100; Adelung, vi. 244.
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